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began conversing about ships. He parti-
cularly inquired what was the least draught
of water a ship-of-the-line could be lightened
to, to cross a shoal, to get into a harbour.
Then, reverting to his favourite topic,
Egypt, ^he said, had Admiral Brueys taken
his advice he would have saved his fleet by
getting them into Alexandria; that Captain
Barre, who then commanded a frigate, had
told him that he had sounded the entrance,
and informed the Admiral there was suffi-
cient water. The Admiral observed that
Captain Barre afterwards commanded the
Rivoli, and had fought a gallant action, and
was by us esteemed a good officer, Bona-
parte said yes, and had not met with the
reward he merited; that the brig that was
with our ship had assisted in capturing the
Rivoli, which the Admiral admitted. Bona-
parte said he had built the Rivoli in the Gulf
of Venice, in a place where there was so little
water that she was obliged to be floated
over the shoals on camels, such as the Dutch
formerly used, but much improved by his
engineer. There was an iron tank at Long-
wood for a reservoir, taken out of one of the